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Abstract: 





The invention relates to a device for managing battery packs from 
which it is powered by measuring and monitoring the operating 
capacity of individual battery modules in a battery pack. A 
programmable logic controller directs the selective closing of relays 
to allow individual battery modules to be load-tested using a variable 
discharge load unit, without compromising useful battery pack 
capacity. In a further embodiment, the invention can include, for 
each user, a network of battery management devices with two-way 
communications links to a central management location with 
computer based monitoring and control of all battery packs. In 
addition, a centre of expertise on battery technology is linked to the 
user networks. 
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